
Printing Assistance 

Brought to you by  

Donate to causes by simply turning in a picture of 

your receipt from one of our CommunityPIF                      

Fundraising Partners. 

Text it to (970) 714-0490 

Email it to ccepreceipts@gmail.com 

Upload the picture to the camera icon at 

www.CommunityPIF.com 

Drop the receipt in a local partners drop box. List of 

drop box locations inside. 

List of partners and causes inside. 

Find Local events and information to benefit our 

community. 





How to survive a heart attack if alone: 
1. Let’s say it’s 7.25pm and you’re going home (alone of course) after 
an unusually hard day on the job. 
2. You’re really tired, upset and frustrated. 
3 Suddenly you start experiencing severe pain in your chest that starts 
to drag out into your arm and up in to your jaw. You are only about 
five km from the hospital nearest your home. 
4. Unfortunately you don’t know if you’ll be able to make it that far. 
5. You have been trained in CPR, but the guy who taught the course 
did not tell you how to perform it on yourself. 

CALL 911, UNLOCK YOUR DOOR,. CHEW AN ASPIRIN. Then, 

6. Since many people are alone when they suffer a heart attack with-
out help, the person whose heart is beating improperly and who be-
gins to feel faint, has only about 10 seconds left before losing con-
sciousness. 
7. However, these victims can help themselves by coughing repeated-
ly and very vigorously. A deep breath should be taken before each 
cough, and the cough must be deep and prolonged, as when produc-
ing sputum from deep inside the chest. A breath and a cough must be 
repeated about every two seconds without let-up until help arrives, or 
until the heart is felt to be beating normally again. 
8. Deep breaths get oxygen into the lungs and coughing movements 
squeeze the heart and keep the blood circulating. The squeezing pres-
sure on the heart also helps it regain normal rhythm. In this way, 
heart attack victims can get to a hospital. 
9. Tell as many other people as possible about this. It could save their 
lives!! 
10. A cardiologist says If everyone who gets this mail kindly sends it to 
10 people, you can bet that we’ll save at least one life. 
11. Rather than sending jokes, please... contribute by forwarding this 
mail which can save a person’s life. 
12. If this message comes around you... more than once… please don’t 
get irritated... You should instead, be happy that you have many 
friends who care about you & keeps reminding you how to deal with a 
Heart attack. 

Know your body, Save your own life! 



Colorado Homeless              

Assistance with Medicine, 

originally founded at CU 

Boulder, is growing at 

Colorado State                       

University.  We are a 

group of students with a 

background in patient 

navigation of medical 

resources. We plan to 

focus our efforts on work-

ing with local shelter and 

free clinics to help                

determine the most 

pressing needs of Fort 

Collin's homeless                    

population. Our overall 

goals are to assist people 

in applying for Medicaid/

Medicare, then find               

primary care providers 

that accept their                    

insurance and schedule 

appointments. We also 

aim to educate the            

homeless on free clinics, 

food banks, crisis centers, 

and other resources         

available in Fort Collins. 

We will meet                     

Wednesday's at 5pm 

every other week and we 

will also hold fundraiser's 

to help support the 

homeless.  

Support our 501c3 Cause Partners 

Any undedicated tickets this month 

will go to a Colorado Autism                   

Organization by the inspiration of my 

nephew Maceo! 



On May 25
th, 

with our great CommunityPIF Fundraising Partner Phil’s Pro 

Auto Service, Clayton Consulting & Event Planning llc. Brings you Colorado 

Cares Community Connection. This event will be repeated on June 8
th
 and June 

22
nd

 in Fort Collins and Loveland with locations still to be determined. This is a 

program where CCEP will bring out our inventory of clothing, housewares and 

other life critical items that will be available to the public for a simple donation or if 

they cannot afford it, no charge at all. Due to the unique style of this event, all we 

are asking is that you pre-register at www.CommunityPIF.com.  This will also be a 

great place to donate to the community. It is the belief of the CCEP family that 

people donate in order to help others. And would much rather see the donations 

go directly to the people who are in need of these items. Here is a chance to see 

our mission in action. We will also have donations that will be for sale, radio 

equipment, wall hangings, collector toys, etc., and the sale of these items will be 

split between the storage unit cost to hold these donations to continue our mis-

sion, and for the fuel and grocery cards that Colorado Cares offers to those in 

need.  

These events will be held in order to reach the largest amount of people. 
We want to make sure that everyone knows that our mission is to always offer 

this service, not just three days a year, but all year long. While we are based in 
Greeley, we travel to the other areas every week making a connection extremely 

easy. In this event, we will offer everyone who pre registers three full outfits for 
kids, two outfits for young adults and adults, single family housewares, toiletries 

and more for no charge. We will offer a pre-packed box of kitchen wares, toiletries 
and donated food. We are working with local outlets for you to be able to pre-

register with us. You can keep up to date by visiting www.CommunityPIF.com or 
on Facebook: Community Pay It Forward Fundraising Program. By pre-

registration, you are guaranteed 1
st
 pick at available sizes. Those who do pre-

register will be invited to join us one hour before we are open to the public. If you  

Colorado Cares and Community Connection present  A Day Of  

Donation 

CommunityPIF is Very Proud To Welcome  Dr. Molly Sears  

http://www.CommunityPIF.com
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could most defiantly help you keep food on your table for you and your kids. While 

the Colorado Cares program is open to everyone, CommunityPIF does have rules 

and limitations of eligibility. See www.CommunityPIF.com for details.  

Through back injuries, knee and leg injuries, a motorcycle accident, work 

accidents, corporate lay-offs, and business closures, the CommunityPIF team has 

had a little experience with the drastic, and dramatic, difficulties with all kinds of 

sudden life changes. We also know that not all situations are the same. Some peo-

ple will have prepared for the future, and will have the access to assistance that 

way, but that still leaves them in the hole. That is still a loss, a huge cut into retire-

ment, kids’ college, or even family plans. No matter the case, together, we can 

help. Why do we do this? Simply because after my motorcycle accident I was put 

into a situation where I could just sit around and think about the driver that ran me 

off the road, turned off the motorcycle’s lights, then fled the scene. Or, I could work 

at finding a way to help people who find themselves in a difficult situation, help lo-

cal business owners, help the missions of great smaller 501c3’s, assist missions 

serving our hero’s and children, and helping others who have the drive and vision 

to improve the community they live in, and sit around cussing at the driver who ran 

me off the road, turned off my lights, and left me in a ditch for 7 hours. Honestly, I 

have always liked helping people. I mean, always is a long time, especially for me, 

but I do, and have felt like there are ways to help, if we simply come together to 

make it happen. When I was 16, I put together an event to help two friends who, 

yes, were injured in a motorcycle accident. Working with a great group at Old 

Towne Good Times Tavern Labor Day weekend for a large portion of 28 years. VP 

Jerry Clayton and his lovely wife run a home for adults with disabilities. Along with 

toy, food drives, poker runs, fundraisers, to make it simple, there has been a lot of 

different events in my first…………um, 36 years………. The fact is, I believe that 

no one should, or really needs to need the necessities. Like them or not, people 

are people. If we have the ability to help, and have a way that requires very little 

effort, what is there to stop us from helping others?  

We are offering everyone an opportunity to make a difference where they 
live. Do you have donations? Please donate. Do you need to go shopping or are 
you looking for the service of a great contractor? Please, visit 
www.CommuinityPIF.com and choose a great fundraising or sponsorship partner, 
and we can help people by you turning in your receipt or invoice. We have created 
a program, with the partnership of these great companies, that will offer a percent-
age back to great causes. Can you help us by being a volunteer? Please, reach 
out to us. Would your company like to join our fundraising or sponsorship part-
ners? Please call us today, (970) 714-0490. With your help, we can continue our 
mission, with your help, regardless of the level of participation. Without you, we will 
never succeed. CCEP, Colorado Cares, CommunityPIF, and you,                                     
“Come Together!” 

Why We Do What We Do                 Continued 
                       

are not able to pre-register will still be there for you. We will ask you to meet with a 

volunteer, letting them know your situation, and they will assist you. You will still be 

able to receive two outfits for your children, and a set of clothing for the adults in 

your family. Everything will be predicated on a available inventory. We will be una-

ble to hold anything back and are asking you now to please pre register and make 

sure that you have the ability to go through the tables first. Any further goods we 

ask for a small monetary donation.  

Colorado Cares Outreach and Entertainment is built on being an immediate 
assistance program to help families and individuals with items that are needed for a 
happy, healthy, life. These are items that day to day life would be very difficult with-
out. Clothing, housewares, food, clean water, service assistance links and more. 
This is a service that is open to everyone. There is no bias, no judgement, and very 
few questions. We need to know what you need, how can we continue to help, and 
a little history of your situation. Everyone runs into problematic situations. Hurt at 
work or otherwise, underpaying jobs, laid off, home tragedy, (home fire, flood) new 
to town and need a lift to get started. This program is also for the family if someone 
in the family makes a mistake, inadvertently putting the family into a situation. Two 
key situations would be, a home catches fire. This will leave a family with their head 
spinning. We offer clothing, housewares and toiletries to the family along with, if 
available, a donated meal for the family to sit together and realize that they did not 
lose everything. Or say a family leader has a little too much to drink and gets 
stopped. This should not mean the family has to go hungry or be without school 
supplies or clothing. We are there to help the family continue as uninterrupted life-
style as possible. This way, they can concentrate on being there for the health and 
support of their family leader. This is a non-monetary program. We can help families 

raise money through the CommunityPIF (Pay It Forward) Fundraising Program, 
www.CommunityPIF.com. Our mission is to be there to lessen the burden of trau-
matic situations. Remembering that all is not lost is so very important. We know this 
first hand. I made myself so miserable after my incident thinking about everything 
that we lost. And yes, we lost a lot! But I still had my family, my friends, my boys, 
and a big smelly dog that loves me. And lucky them, they still had me……. We 
know the challenges, we want to help. 

One of the worst things as a parent is when a situation comes up, it never 

comes up at a good time. Why, why does your car break down right before taxes? 

How the hell does it know?? The hot water heater loves to make sure that the work 

bonus you worked hard for is not enjoyed, While we can give you suggestions on 

places to go to get those items fixed, (and to donate at the same time) we will be 

able to offer replacements for items lost in emergency situations.  

We offer donated clothing for those in the community that are displaced. No 

one needs to become ill because they do not have suitable clothing. Kids should 

never have to walk to school without a coat, or poor shoes. A person should never 

have to chose between feeding the family or buying the work clothing that they 

need to start a new job, not when we can prevent this situation. Anyone who follows 

us wants to help and knows that is what we work very hard to do. We always have  

http://www.CommunityPIF.com
http://www.CommuinityPIF.com
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storage units that have available items for all in need. These units of course cost us We 

are always looking for donations as well. While not yet a 501c3, non-profit program, we 

are working on this. There is a plan in motion to improve this program making it easier 

for everyone involved. Come join us, talk to us about these plans.  

We invite you to come and donate items to help our mission, we plead for you 

to come and volunteer. If with your donations of clothing and other goods, you have 

other items that you would like to make a little money on, we invite you to join us. While 

space lasts, we can assist you sell items, we just ask for 15% of the sale price to help 

us pay for the storage unit, 501c3 filing and the eventual store front that we are working 

on along with the truck we need to rent for the month of these sales. Once again, no 

clothing or life critical items will be sold. This includes shoes, boots and, and dress 

shoes. We are looking for clothing of all styles and all sizes. T-shirts to dress shirts, 

overalls to suits. We also will be collecting socks, gloves and stocking caps. Socks are 

one of the most needed items for the displaced community, and we will limit them to 2 

pairs per individual due to the very high demand. Brand new, unopened socks and un-

derwear would be greatly appreciated. We also are in dire need of storage totes. Card-

board boxes and bags just do not keep items clean. We are also looking to meet our 

communities that are willing and able to donate to the community, not financially, but 

with food or service. 

We would also like to make a call to all of our business friends in the communi-

ty. Join us by purchasing a 10’ x 10’ space to promote your company. If you would like 

to find out more about CommunityPIF and become involved, your booth will be included 

for two of the events, you can get the third location for $50 if you sign a three month 

deal with us. Call us at (970) 714-0490 or email us at thecommunitypif@gmail.com for 

further details. This would be a great time to promote your service, and support your 

community. Pricing is very affordable, $150 per event, $225 for 2, $300 for all three. 

With the purchase of a spot, your presence will be on the flyer, linked Facebook posts 

until the events will be included. Space is limited, and Northern Colorado effective busi-

nesses only please. CommunityPIF Partnership Team Members pricing is as follows, 

$100 for 1, $150 for 2 and $200 for all three. We will have a spot for all the information  

                 

expand it a little for our Northern Colorado neighbors in need.  As I write this, it is  

-8 degrees. There are people suffering everyday with these very cold tempera-

tures. Once again, we are not claiming that we have all the answers to all prob-

lems, but as a community, we can help. Clayton Consulting & Event Planning llc. 

Has a mission to obtain enough land in the Northern Colorado Area for two, al-

ready donated double wide mobile units. With plans to also add two additional 

large buildings for employment training, and the store front, bicycle, tent, and air 

mattress repair, and even a volunteer lunch area. The other building will be used 

as a cold shelter, with partnerships we are building to get individuals a ride. This 

will be a sober stay safe home for both women, and men. With this addition, and 

all the hard work of other facilities in the Northern Colorado, there will be enough 

space available for individuals who will not fit in overwhelmed facilities. The death 

rate in North Colorado has been rising every year, this does not have to be the 

case. If we work together, we can make a difference, give people hope, give peo-

ple a chance. 

We want to be there for people who need assistance after disasters, inju-
ries, accidents, mistakes, or simply for people who are down on their luck. This is 
not a financial assistance program. CommunityPIF is a legitimate possibility in 
those situations. We will be there after a home fire to assist getting clothing, toys, 
toiletries, food and needed medical equipment when needed and available. We 
will then offer a meal certificate to a local, generous eateries so the family can sit 
down together, catch a breath, and remember that they did not lose everything. 
They still have each other! It is important that we never take the last one for grant-
ed. The very first thing that pops in your head after you have been injured is gen-
erally all the things you no longer have control of. When you lose control of your 
financial independence, you instantly feel hopeless. There is nothing that I can 
say that is going to stop that feeling. There is nothing that can be said to ease that 
concern. You work very hard for the lifestyle you possess. When it starts to get 

taken from you piece by piece, it hurts, it hurts a lot. Then, insurance, no matter 
what kind we are talking about, health, accident, unemployment, life insurance 
works on their own time frame. While there is nothing that CCEP or anyone else 
can do to make them work faster, without treating you in an unfair manner. We 
say it often, but we must say it again, while yes, it does slow things down, do not 
sign anything the insurance company gives you. You sign what is best for them, 
not best for you. It is very hard in these times not to take what seems like a great 
offer, but they will word it to where you will no longer have things imperative to 
you, like continuing health care. Then the great sum of money they send you, will 
be worse than the tragedy you suffered. Sad fact, this is not a maybe, this is the 
norm. Insurance CEO’s are not making the multi millions by giving people more 
than they can get away with. In many cases, we will investigate your specific case 
and see if we could offer more assistance to you through the Community Pay It 
Forward Fundraising Program. While this may not be able to offer you 100% of 
your lost wages, it could help you keep the home, car, electricity service, and it  

Why We Do What We Do                 Continued 
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After two months ago, the loss of a friend and all the negativity that comes 

with an untimely, forced death of a loved one, I want to try and lighten the mood. 

To understand why we do what we do, I feel I need to explain CommunityPIF and 

Colorado Cares Outreach & Entertainment. I will do my best to keep this brief, but 

this is me. Brief is not a strong suit for me. 

Colorado Cares Outreach and Entertainment has the mission to help all 

that is need of assistance with donations from our neighbors. Giving people the 

alternate option to donate and know that the clothing, housewares, school sup-

plies, toiletries, fuel and grocery gift cards will go to people who truly need the 

help. Colorado Cares is not now, nor will we ever be a thrift store. We will be ex-

ploring our options on how best to make sure your donations, that are necessary 

to daily, healthy living, are available to people in the community that truly nee the 

items. There will not be a price tag on clothing, unless it comes to us with a price 

tag on it. When we created Colorado Cares, we considered of the angst people 

have with donating. People donate for community support, and then it gets used 

for corporate gains. While the kind-hearted people still donate, knowing that if they 

did not the items would do no one any good sitting in a landfill, people have ex-

pressed to us the desire to donate to a place where the donations will be properly 

used. 

When you go into a local thrift shop where people donate to, if you are in 

desperate need of clothing, you must pay for it. This, to me, has never made any 

sense. People donate clothing for this reason!! Once again, unlike these unnamed 

501c3 thrift stores, we will not sell these items. Clothing is a necessity for good 

health. If you have worn out clothing, illness is much more likely. If you do not 

have the proper clothing, things could be even worse. This has always been con-

sidered a winter issue, but it is not. Having the improper clothing for the damaging 

sun and harsh summer weather can also cause damage to a body. There really is 

no reason why anyone should ever have to go without clothing simply because 

someone wants to put a price tag on donations.  

Colorado Cares O&E is soon to be a 501c3 registered non-profit program 
that has the mission to be a in the minute assistance program. I would like to tell 
you about plans for the Colorado Cares Relief Center. We have a connection with 
a great group in Denver that started a mission for the displaced down south called 
Impact. Please anytime you are down in their area, donate to help them out, they 
do GREAT work. They started a store front for those in need to walk in, grab what 
they need without the unnecessary hassle of other organizations. Troy started this 
last year, but Impact has been around for a while. We have had conversations in 
the past and being as likeminded as we are, we have tried to support each other 
as much as possible. We would like to take a que from Troy and Impact and       
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for our non-profit friends who would like to help us with volunteers. You can promote your 

mission while helping ours. Let’s work together to get this done!  This is an opportunity 

for all of us to get together and make sure our community is healthy and strong. 

CCEP works hard to help local community companies that want to help local caus-

es. You can visit all of our partners by visiting www.communitypif.com/

fundraisingpartners. They will donate a portion of the service they offer to the Com-

munityPIF Cause Partner of your choice, also found on www.Community.PIF.com. 

There will be limited space for any furniture and no unsold furniture will be allowed 

to be left behind. You can donate clothing, housewares, toiletries, toys, books, 

school supplies, bags, blankets, food, grocery and fuel cards, and money to help us 

continue to build our mission of the community donating to the community. Do you 

need immediate help? Call us at (970) 714-0490. Can you help people pre register? 

Please call us ASAP, (970) 714-0490. We look forward to seeing everyone on the 

25
th
. Clayton Consulting & Event Planning, CommunityPIF, Colorado Cares, and 

www.facebook.com/groups/ColoradoCares/ invite you to join us and                                 

“Come Together!” 

http://www.communitypif.com/fundraisingpartners
http://www.communitypif.com/fundraisingpartners
http://www.facebook.com/groups/ColoradoCares/


New beginnings Functional Medicine Clinic has set up a 

book donation box to help CommunityPIF and Colorado 

Cares assist our friends at Free Our Girls. 

Thank you to the Community Pay It Forward Sponsorship Partners 

Lynn R Hurst LegalShield: (303) 579-9630 lynnhurst.wearelegalshield.com 

O’Sullivan Law Firm: (303) 388-5304 www.osullivan-law-firm.com 

Key Largo Lounge: 3621 W 10th St, Greeley 

Clayton Crawford Home: (970) 353-5204 1427 7th St. Greeley 

One Business Connection: Call Greg at (303)818-2460  www.onebusinessconnection.com  

Direct Family Care of  Northern Colorado: (970) 632-4931 126 W. Harvard Suite #1 Fort 

Collins,  80525  

Parrott’s Sports Grill: (303) 774-0700  6050 Firestone Blvd, Unit 206, Firestone, 80504  

Colorado Deal Finders: www.facebook.com/Colorado-Deal-Finder 

New Beginnings Functional Medicine Clinic: (970) 305-0101  4745 Boardwalk Drive, Unit 

C-3  Fort Collins 80525                         

http://lynnhurst.wearelegalshield.com/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.onebusinessconnection.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2Jzhm7ZUrCadY_6tNUv7mNGApONTi8kSOuBqwA8HT-NkZZUI6ZWp9MTNM&h=AT2Dpu4JH49VyREqqrGpUN0i0spDAONfiCptG189RQKDWOMrwBc0iIh4vTZgv4AkmyniShHQ6i5ubA-hZFgrdUA3Hcj-yckgiIFqKB1eE8G




How to Make a Red Light Change for Your Motorcycle 

If you live in a state that does not allow you to pass through a red light that refuses to 
change, you can try to trick the in-pavement sensor. Note the marks on the asphalt that I 
described above and then position your bike exactly on top of the cut marks. That is 
where the loop wires rest, connecting to the main sensor. If you’re riding with a buddy, 
have him or her park on the other side of the saw marks. (For example, if the asphalt was 
cut in a square, you and your buddy should stop your bikes on top of the left and right 
arms of the square.) 

Turning Left Across a Dead Red Intersection 

Now, even in the states where it is legal, I strongly caution you to wait as long as possible 
before turning left across oncoming traffic when you’re sitting at a dead red light. If you 
get hit, it will be your fault because you shouldn’t have turned in the first place. (That’s 
why nearly every state with dead red laws requires motorcyclists to come to a complete 
stop and proceed only when it’s safe: the onus is on the motorcyclists to assure his or her 
own safety.) 

One more note of caution to those of you who live and ride in states with dead red laws: 
Don’t abuse them. Just because you’re sitting at a red light doesn’t mean it’s “dead.” Give 
the light plenty of time to turn green. If bikers start blowing through red lights, behaving 
as though they have a “free pass” at intersections, they will inevitably make states think 
twice about these laws.  

Should Colorado enact a dead red law for motorcyclists? I’d love to hear from you!  

If you have any questions about this, please don’t hesitate to call, text or 
email me! 303-388-5305, scott@osullivan-law-firm.com 

We would like to talk to you about a way to increase your business and 

assist the community we all call home. We live in an area with multiple college 

and high schools where graduations happen two times a year. We are lucky 

enough to be one of the best areas in the world for tourism due to our beautiful 

mountain area, camping, fishing, hiking, skiing, snowboarding. People come 

through this area because of multiple motorcycle and fundraising events, oh, and, 

we will soon have an opportunity for PGA events returning to Colorado with the 

opening of TPC Colorado in Berthoud. They come into the state for the great lo-

cal sports teams, what I am attempting to say is, Colorado is the best state in the 

union, and we would like the opportunity to let people know about your business. 

We would like to ask you to help us improve the situation of people in need in our 

community. 

People have been coming to Northern Colorado for the great life it allows 

and the recreation it provides since before it officially became a state, August 1, 

1876. Okay, so maybe not for the skiing so much that far back. All you must do is 

look back at our area 10 years ago to see the massive growth. Although I have 

not talked to anyone, I don’t think the growth is going to cease any time soon.  

From parents finding housing, transportation, and a trustworthy, honest 

mechanic, students looking for style and entertainment while in school, visitors 

looking for a place to stay while driving through or staying in town, new residents 

are looking for homes or daycare, and everyone likes a great place to eat, team 

that with the fact that if people see that your company is willing to give back to the 

community simply by them be a patron of your store, we have the confidence that 

you will see a great result in business. We would like to ask you to look over this 

proposal when your busy schedule permits. We then would like to ask you for the 

favor of 15 minutes to sit down with us so we can learn more about you and find 

out more about your needs as a business professional. If for no other reason, this 

will help our business learn and grow. We would like to express our appreciation 

and thank you in advance for any time you can investigate our program.  

Warmest Regards, 

Zak Clayton                                                                                                                  

Zak Clayton                                                              
President/ Founder 

Clayton Consulting & Event Planning llc. 
Contact us today, and see how we can help you save            

money on your cell phone bill. T-Mobile and                     

CommunityPIF have agreed to a deal to help you and 

your family save real money. Call us today,                           

(970) 714-0490. 



Illinois: Motorcyclists who face “a red light that fails to change within a reasonable peri-
od of time not less than 120 seconds” may proceed through a red light. (I think it’s 
better to use the number of times the traffic signal has changed versus seconds on 
a clock. Who uses a watch while riding a motorcycle?) 

Those are just a few examples from the 18 states that have passed so-called “dead red” 
laws allowing motorcycles to run red lights legally.  

 

Why Are Dead Red Laws Necessary? 

If you’re asking that question, you’ve never ridden a motorcycle or bicycle on city streets. 
Because today’s streets are so “smart,” sensors are now in charge of when traffic lights 
change. Today, there are two kinds of sensors that alert traffic lights when someone has 
stopped at an intersection and is waiting for a green light. Unfortunately, they don’t always 
pick up light-weight vehicles. 

How Do Traffic Lights Know to Change? 

Over-the-Pavement Sensors: These sensors include motion-sensing cameras, lasers and 
infrared fields. Over-the-pavement sensors are designed to “see” vehicles that 
reach a certain point in the intersection and they are often very good at picking up 
small vehicles, like motorcycles, bicycles and scooters. 

In-Pavement Sensors: These sensors are typically the culprit when it comes to dead red 
lights for motorcycles and bicycles. In-pavement sensors usually rely on a vehicle’s 
weight or metal mass to trigger a scale or magnet. You can sometimes tell if an in-
pavement sensor has been added to a road because the asphalt has been cut into 
a circle or square. Beneath that slab of asphalt lies the sensor that is stubbornly 
ignoring your bike! 

 

What to Do About Traffic Signals That Ignore Motorcycles  Continued 
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What to Do About Traffic Signals That Ignore Motorcycles 

By Scott O’Sullivan, The O’Sullivan Law Firm 

Everything is getting “smarter” these days. Our phones, our cars, our clothes washers 
and our televisions. Believe it or not, the same is true of our roads. Yes, autonomous 
cars are on the horizon but our very roads are also getting smarter as traffic experts 
attempt to use road data to make our commutes easier and more efficient. One way 
they do this is through road sensors. But what if these sensors don’t recognize your 
motorcycle or bicycle? Is it legal to run a red light on a motorcycle when you’ve been 
sitting there for too long? 

As with everything else, the answer is yes… and no. It depends on which state you’re 
riding in. 

How Long Do You Have to Sit at a Red Light Before You Can Run It? 

Many states now have laws that allow motorcyclists and bicyclists to run a red light if 
they have been stopped at the intersection for a certain period of time. Each state is 
different and some are oddly unspecific about the time period, while others make the 
rules very clear. 

For example: 

Arkansas: Motorcyclists can proceed with caution after coming to a full stop 
through a red light that fails to detect the bike. (No word on how long they 
have to sit in order to assess the light’s failure to detect.) 

Idaho: A motorcyclist can proceed after coming to a full stop if a signal fails to oper-
ate after one cycle of the light. (I like the specificity on how long a motorcyclist 
needs to wait for a red light to change.) 
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