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Business Success 

Colorado Promotional Supply 1437 Denver Ave. #115, Loveland (970) 663-9498 www.copromosupply.com                                            

Compustar Technology Services (970) 774-5964  www.compustartech.com                                                         

Run PC Computer Solutions 524 W. Laurel St. Fort Collins (970) 493-5565 www.runpc.com                                                              

Business Equipment Services (BES) 595 N Denver Ave Loveland (970) 364-2763 www.besofcolorado.com 

Clothing & Gear                                                                                              
Inklings CSP 2230 W 1st St #E Loveland (970) 306-6315 www.inklingscsp.com                                                                 

Personally Yours 9th Street plaza in downtown Greeley, 8th Ave  (970) 351-6261 www.ideasfromtheharrt.com                       

Ploegstra Patches & Unique Boutique  (970) 396-0407                                                            

Home Services                                                                                                           
Xtract Environmental Services (970) 282-4333 www.xtractes.com                                                                                               

Rapid Rooter Service (970) 353-1885  www.rapidrooterservice.net                                                                                                   

Cherry Creek Home Mortgage: Krista Laber (307) 316-5400 cherrycreekmortgage.com/klaber                                                                                                           

413 Services: (970) 308-0260 www.413Services.com  

 

Auto & Metal Service and Repair                                                                 
Five Star Coatings 701 5th St. Greeley (970) 388-8058 www.fivestarcos.com                                                                                                          

Phil’s Pro Auto Service 707 12th St. Greeley (970) 330-4854  www.philsproauto.com 

 

Money, Investment , & Insurance                                                                           
Swanty Insurance Group 1402 W 28th St. #2 Loveland (970) 667-9133                                                                        

Learn 2 Invest Learn 2 Invest www.learn2invest.co                                                                                                                   

Riverside Insurance 732 S Lemay Ave Suite B, Fort Collins  970-999-0101 www.riversideinsuranceco.com 

 

Restaurants                                                                                                                  
G5 Brew Pub, 1018 Mahogany Way Severance (970) 686-7065 www.g5brewpub.com                                                                                       

Bulldog Pub & Grub 1815 65thAve. Greeley (970) 515-6398  bulldogdeligreeley.com                                                                                       

Burnout Grill,  1760 Broad St. Milliken  (970) 587-9997                                                                                                                 

Windjammer Roadhouse 3431 S CR. 31 Loveland (970) 667-8454  

 

Media Services                                                                                                      
Optic Soul Photography (720) 515-9553 www.opticsoulphoto.com                                                                  
T-Mobile Must Order Through CommunityPIF) Call (970) 714-0490                                                 
3C Media Corp. www.3mediacorp.com                                                                                                                           

J. Michael Photography  j.michael.raehal@gmail.com                                                              

 

Life, Health & Beauty                                                                                                    
Dr. Molly Sears: 2216 Hoffman Dr Loveland (720) 419-6486 drmollysearsnd.com                                          

JKM Therapy Body & Soul 1417 N Cleveland Ave. Loveland (214) 912-6183  jkmthera-

py.massagetherapy.com                                                                                         

 

Your Receipt From These Partners is a Donation to a Cause of your choice Text 

a Picture of the receipt to (970) 314-6517 with the name of the cause. 
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We would like to talk to you about a way to in-

crease your business and assist the community we all 

call home. We live in an area with multiple college and 

high schools where graduations happen two times a 

year. We are lucky enough to be one of the best areas 

in the world for tourism due to our beautiful mountain 

area, camping, fishing, hiking, skiing, snowboarding. 

People come through this area because of multiple 

motorcycle and fundraising events, oh, and, we will 

soon have an opportunity for PGA events returning to 

Colorado with the opening of TPC Colorado in 

Berthoud. They come into the state for the great local 

sports teams, what I am attempting to say is, Colorado 

is the best state in the union, and we would like the 

opportunity to let people know about your business. 

We would like to ask you to help us improve the situa-

tion of people in need in our community. 

People have been coming to Northern Colora-

do for the great life it allows and the recreation it pro-

vides since before it officially became a state, August 

1, 1876. Okay, so maybe not for the skiing so much 

that far back. All you must do is look back at our area 

10 years ago to see the massive growth. Although I 

have not talked to anyone, I don’t think the growth is 

going to cease any time soon.  

From parents finding housing, transportation, 

and a trustworthy, honest mechanic, students look-

ing for style and entertainment while in school, visi-

tors looking for a place to stay while driving through 

or staying in town, new residents are looking for 

homes or daycare, and everyone likes a great place 

to eat, team that with the fact that if people see that 

your company is willing to give back to the communi-

ty simply by them be a patron of your store, we have 

the confidence that you will see a great result in busi-

ness. We would like to ask you to look over this pro-

posal when your busy schedule permits. We then 

would like to ask you for the favor of 15 minutes to 

sit down with us so we can learn more about you and 

find out more about your needs as a business pro-

fessional. If for no other reason, this will help our 

business learn and grow. We would like to express 

our appreciation and thank you in advance for any 

time you can investigate our program.                                                                                                                         

   Warmest Regards,                                                                                                             

      Zak Clayton              

     President/ Found-

er Clayton Consulting & Event Planning llc. 
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Thank you to the Community Pay It Forward Sponsorship Partners 

Lynn R Hurst LegalShield: (303) 579-9630 lynnhurst.wearelegalshield.com 

O’Sullivan Law Firm: (303) 388-5304 www.osullivan-law-firm.com 

Key Largo Lounge: 3621 W 10th St, Greeley 

Clayton Crawford Home: 1427 7th St. Greeley (970) 353-5204  

One Business Connection: Call Greg at (303)818-2460  www.onebusinessconnection.com  

Direct Family Care of N. Colorado: 126 W. Harvard #1 Fort Collins (970) 632-4931 directfamilycareofnoco.com 

Parrott’s Sports Grill: 6050 Firestone Blvd #206, Firestone, (303) 774-0700    

Colorado Deal Finders: www.facebook.com/Colorado-Deal-Finder 

New Beginnings Functional Medicine (970) 305-0101 4745 Boardwalk Dr #C3 Fort Collins  newbeginningsfmc.com 

Zev Wellness: 300 Boardwalk Dr. #6A Fort Collins (970) 658-0187 www.zevwellness.com 
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Problem; a matter or situation re-

garded as unwelcome or harmful and 

needing to be dealt with and overcome. 

Problems. We all experience them. Isn’t it frustrating 

that they all tend to pop up at just the wrong time? 

And how often have you experienced just one prob-

lem? It always seems like your problems come at you 

at the worst of times, when you are either unable to 

handle it financially, mentally, physically, etc. Then, 

regardless of the difficulty you are experiencing, 

when things start to fall apart, they really start to fall 

apart. Maybe you experience a flat tire. Bully! This is 

never fun. How old is your spare? Will it even get me 

to a tire store? Does my insurance have roadside? 

I’m on my way to a meeting wearing a suit and tie, 

and this is going to happen now!!! Wait, there’s no 

jack in the truck!! Okay, found the jack, but no handle 

to lower the tire. Wow, that last part seemed a little 

specific huh? By the way, we found the handle for the 

spare three days later under the hood of the truck. 

Just a little addition to that story, the roadside truck 

was dispatched to Aurora Colorado, I was just south 

of Berthoud. After sitting there for over two hours, the 

gentleman who owned the home, saw I was sitting there. (I thought I had already met him.) He walked up to 

me and offered me the proper jack, the floor jack on the dirt was useless. My dad had by this time got to me 

with a tire that would work, (because we did not have a handle.) I now was just short of three hours late for 

my meeting, and I had a second meeting in an hour and a half. Now equip with proper jack, tire, and I was in 

my T-shirt, no more tie. And in a matter of five minutes, I had a truck that was once again road worthy. Oh, 

look, roadside is here!! By this time, I was tired, frustrated, late, dirty, so thirsty, and I had a headache. One 

little issue ballooned into an afternoon alternating event.  

Of course, I was in this situation because I did not have insurance on my car, and I could not drive it, 

again. My pops and mom have supported me above and beyond even their ability at times. Dad has given up 

his truck to me for weeks or months since my accident. If I need something moved, he is there. Dad could not 

know that the tire was bad because the year that my son was home from Japan, he had the truck. Point is, I 

was in the truck because of a financial hardship. This is the same hardship that had me behind on rent, and 

defaulted payment arrangements with utility companies. I know that in the world of disability, hell, all insur-

ance situations, it is very hard to go from the lifestyle you once had to a very restricted lifestyle. Throw in oth-

er financial difficulties, increasing cost of living, and getting caught up seems difficult, a very steep uphill bat-

tle. Oh yeah, and as soon as you have a plan to 

pay something off, clear it out of your life worries, 

the hot water heater breaks down. 

Then of course you have the situation 

where say you are a week away from getting a 

bonus, tax refund, paycheck, or lottery winnings, 

okay, maybe not the last one, and you get a call 

from the collection agency wanting exactly the 

amount you had earmarked for groceries. And 

then there’s this, your vehicle, I’m sensing a 

theme, starts blowing black smoke and leaking  
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fluid onto the ground. You have no warranty, and you are still paying the car off, I just pulled a little hair out, (I only have a 

little hair left,) and I’m not currently going through this situation. Every time, every time!!! 

I laugh as I think of this, I have never had a difficult situation, a problem, pop up and said to myself, “thank goodness 

this happened now,” with glee and outright happiness. Now there are most defiantly times where a problem is easier to han-

dle. I would much rather have it happen when I have a little money, time, or be in okay health to handle the situation. But it is 

still a problem. 

Why does this always happen at these times? Simple. What other times are there? Problems would not be problems 
if they are easy to handle. Life would be so much easier to handle if you could schedule issues. Well, in a way, you can. I am 
going to preface this as this is a definite do as I say, not as a do story. You can prevent some auto fatalities by maintaining 
the vehicle, and not buying a Pontiac Montana, just bit through my tongue!! This will in no way prevent your car from breaking 
down. Those things don’t care, they like to watch you suffer. My suggestion is, buy something pre 80’s. They look cooler and 
you can work on them. Now, since that is a ridiculous statement, I would just suggest making sure you do everything you can 
prevent and to prepare yourself for upcoming failures. And the first thing you need to do is fix your mindset. Make the realiza-
tion that there is never a good time for a problem. It does not exist.  

I had a talk with a financial professional who I network with. He listened to the way I was speaking and asked me if 

he could give me some advice. I would like to pass some of this along and hopefully, it will strike a chord with you. Maybe it 

will help you, maybe it won’t. But these are all easy goals to strive for and I would like to invite you to join me as I make the 

dedication to dig myself out of a hole. 

  Living paycheck to paycheck, or as I call it, overdraw to overdraw, is a difficult way of life. “At times, however, it is 

the only way to live.” But with a little dedication, planning, and a lot of discipline, this is a mindset that can be overcome. We 

fall into traps where things become normal, even bad things, and we are comfortable with them. Once again, as I say, not do. 

Is it worth using an off brand instead of the overpriced name brand to make your financial life better? My family, can we only 

eat out 25 times a month? Well, we are going to start eating out a lot less. Sorry Ronald. 

I quit smoking 15 years ago. When I quit, I was smoking three packs a day, Camel Wides, three cartons a week. I 

was curious and priced them the other day and was shocked to think that I would be spending over $200 a week now. In-

stead of being smart and using the money I was saving by not keeping the camel fat, I found other vices. I found that, “hey, I 

can buy this now.” Did I need it? Probably not, hell, I probably don’t own most of it anymore. If I would have taken and put 

aside the price of one carton into a emergency fund, I would have, I just redid the math and I may pass out, If I would have 

put aside the price of one carton a week for the last 15 years, I would have had $50,700 in an emergency fund. We all have a 

vice that we have given up. Think back, try to remember how much you used to spend. One example would be, every Thurs-

day at the Smiling Moose we would host, “all you can eat” crab. It cost $17. Now I never got to partake because I was cook-

ing at that time. That $17 that someone could commit to saving, and it would equal $13,260. I know that people are no longer 

going to the all you can eat nights, because the Moose has been gone for quite a while. If you would put away the cost of a 

case of domestic beer every week, in 10 years, $10,400 would be the result. Don’t give up the beer but make the decision to 

match it. $20 in an emergency account.  

Once again, at this time, we live overdraw to overdraw. I vow to withdraw $60 less every month. I will also open a 
savings account that I will match that $60 every month. This is going to be a way that eventually, slowly, I someday will have 
an account that when these problems pop up, and I say, “why does this happen now!!” I will have the means to not let it hurt 
me as much. Hell, in the next 15 years I will have the money to go and take the European castle tour I have always dreamed 
of. Maybe even hit up Egypt. I am not suggesting that you must quit anything, I don’t have that right. What I am suggesting is 
you think about one vice that you can match, one vice you can put a limit on, or even eliminate and use the excess to relieve 

the stress on your account. Join me in making a commitment 
to actively improving my situation. Join me in improving our 
overall health because, while yeah, things may be tight for a 

little while, imagine how much money you will save on over-
draft fees alone. Imagine being able to dedicate your entire 
check to the prevention of problems. Dedicate yourself to a 
minor life change and open yourself to a life. 

Zak Clayton 

 

Submit a story to be published by sending us an email 
to thecommunitypif@gmail.com. Please, keep it clean, 
and keep it about the community. We do not pay for sto-
ries, but we will publish it on completion of a release 
form. 
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Social Media and Driving 

By Scott O’Sullivan 

 

It’s generally a well-known fact that texting and driving is dangerous. (By the way, at the end of this article I’m 
going to share news about some recent legislation regarding laws about texting and driving, so don’t touch that 
dial!) So, I’m guessing everyone also knows that any use of your smartphone while driving is a bad idea. For 
example, taking selfies as you drive: bad idea. Not only is it ridiculously distracting but those images could be 
used against you to prove that you were not paying attention to the road. 

At the heart of the issue is the argument against distracted driving. It’s simply dangerous to be distracted while 
you’re driving! (It’s also dangerous to walk distracted. Check out my blog on walking and texting.) So, we all 
agree that using social media while driving is a bad idea. But did you know that it is also a bad idea to use so-
cial media after your accident?  

Social Media After Your Accident 

I’ve heard stories of car accident victims and motorcycle accident victims who literally ruined their cases due 
to their social media use. How?  Imagine this: You’re the victim of an awful car accident. The other driver is 
clearly at fault and, depending on your injuries and medical needs, you may be owed hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. But one day, you’re finally having a good day after the accident, and you take a picture of yourself hik-
ing Long’s Peak and you post it on Facebook. You were in tremendous back pain the entire hike but felt so 
proud of yourself that you just had to share the image with your friends because they’ve all been rooting for 
you and supporting you since the accident. You want them to know you’re a fighter! 

But that single image could mean that you say “bye-bye” to hundreds of thousands of dollars. The other driv-
er’s insurance company will use that post to prove that your injuries aren’t very bad and that they don’t owe 
you as much as you originally stated. 

I’m not in any way suggesting that people lie about their injuries. I don’t promote or tolerate false reporting of 
injuries. But I’ve also seen people with traumatic injuries enjoy one good day and get excited because they feel 
like they’re getting their lives back together, and they mistakenly tell insurance companies, “I feel like I’m get-
ting better,” only to be in bad shape the next day. Healing is messy like that. 

 

Don’t Post Anything About Your 
Accident 

We live in a sharing culture. A baby 
gets her first tooth (something babies 
have been doing since, like, forever) 
and it goes viral to millions of people 
all over the world. It’s especially fun 
to share your life with family and 
friends whom you don’t get to see 
often. But you need to be very  

10 

https://osullivan-law-firm.com/crossing-the-street-texting-accidents/


careful about how you use social media after a car accident. 

I saw a recent case in which a woman was terribly injured in a DUI accident. Her case seemed straight out of a 
text book; I bet the other driver’s insurance company was getting ready to cut her a huge check just to be done 
with the case. But then she went and posted a picture of herself on Facebook… at a square-dancing event! I kid 
you not. The picture didn’t capture the wheelchair she had just abandoned to try to – finally – stand up and en-
joy time on her feet with her friends. But the damage was done. She didn’t get everything she requested and, 
I’m guessing, her medical bills will be higher than her settlement. 

We tell kids all the time to be careful what they post online because colleges and future employers now include 
social media in their selection processes. Do you really think an insurance company with thousands of dollars 
on the line won’t troll your social media use for items they can use against you? 

Please, if you’re in a car accident, call an attorney. Don’t post an update. 

Shut Down Your Social Media After an Accident 

In fact, I recommend that you take the “nuclear option” after an accident and shut down your social media en-
tirely. Often, I have clients balk at such a drastic measure. They promise, “I promise not to post anything about 
my accident!” But I don’t want them to post ANYTHING! And secondly, I don’t want their friends to tag 
them in their images or posts. 

Your social media content can be subpoenaed in a court case. You could be forced to turn it all over. So, if 
your curious about what to say on social media after a crash, the answer is NADA! Say nothing. Also shut it 
all down so your friends can’t post anything. Go dark until your case is over. 

 

Questions? Call, text or email me! 303-388-5304, info@osullivanlawfirm.com 

mailto:info@osullivanlawfirm.com


The Right Way?          Zak Clayton 

We all feel for people who deal everyday with struggles. We also are quick to jump off the bandwagon 

and start asking, “what are they thinking? Why don’t they just quit, leave, get it done.” Ask this individual, you 

will find frequently find they are asking the identical questions. When it is a long, ongoing issue, and they 

know what you are saying is true, take a moment to think of what they go through in their own mind. Now, 

this is not to say enough is enough after a while. A person can only go back to the same soul crushing situa-

tion so often before they need to rip off the band aide. If they do not, you need to know when you have to 

separate yourself for your own mental health. We all have our own thought of when it is time to separate. 

And no matter what the thought is in your own mind, someone releasing themselves from the life that has 

wreaked havoc on them can only be up to the person responsible. Addictions can only be defeated by one 

person. There are a thousand ways to quit drinking, drugs, depression, abusive relationships. Where one 

person will be able to quit cold turkey, others may need council, religious assistance, steps, hypnosis, or one 

of many other techniques. 

 Every person is different, we know this. Life has wired all of us in a very different way. Anybody telling 
you the best way to do it is wrong. It was right for them; it is not going to be a 100% match for someone else. 
Personal example, I quit smoking 14 years ago now. I was smoking three packs a day. I would gasp, but 
then I would cough. My sons came to me, stood in front of me and asked me to quit. That on top of not being 
able to sleep through the night without waking up a half a dozen times, not being able to eat a meal without 
smoking, it had taken over my life. I started by talking to a doctor. He gave me a couple suggestions. I will be 
honest; I don’t mind my ego being stroked once and a while. (Insert What?!? Track Here.) But I could never 
sit in a room with others and share my experience with a group. So, I set a day, set a time, and made a plan 
and at 5:00 PM, March 5

th
, 2005, while watching a Mitch Hedberg comedy special, I put out the last cigarette 

I have ever smoked. I used a lozenge and chewed on countless boxes of straws. I also made the mistake of 
shoving chocolate bars into my face at a scary rate. It worked. It was very difficult, but it was never to the 
point where I though, “I cannot do this.” I wanted this, needed this, and most of all was ready for this. There 
was one thing in this process that I realized that everyone must do. You must want to release yourself from 
the situation you are in.  
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I have a very difficult time when I hear someone tell me that I am “a stronger person” than they. Okay I get 

it. It takes strength, yes, but it takes want, need , and the commitment to you for anything to happen. You 

have to commit and believe in you, for you, because in the long run, no matter if it is because of your kids, 

this is for you. This is for your future, your life, your happiness. Is it selfish, no. Without a happy healthy 

you,  is it possible to share a happy healthy you? 

 Think is a great word. We all need to do it a bit more. But there are times when “think” is a trap. I 

think I would like to quit, I think I should get help, or I think I should remove myself from this situation. 

When you know, really know what you want, build from there. Make your plan, take your action. Once you 

know what you want, what you truly want, you will be one step ahead of others. I hear often that quitting 

cold turkey can be dangerous and is not recommended for some if not most people. But there are still 

hundreds of other ways to get it done.  There are also a thousand ways out there to set you up to fail. This 

can go even further into other life experiences, for this example, I think I would like to learn how to ride a 

motorcycle are of when it is not the right time. I was asked once why I did not go into selling Motorcycles. 

Simple, I think most of the people who get 

lured into the shops are sold a machine 

that is going to cause problems. I would 

have a moral issue with this. I would find it 

very difficult to shake the hand of some-

body as they recite the words, “well, I’ve 

been thinking about getting a bike.” I think 

is the same as I know I should, but I’m not 

ready. A great start, but not conducive to 

long term success.  

 This leads to a second question, a 

harder question, quite honestly, a hellish 

question. What do you do when you have 

spent a large amount of time trying to watch 

over and help someone defeat their addic-

tion, and you end up bringing yourself down 

into a deep dark place of your own? What 

do you do when it continues for weeks,  
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months, years, or even longer? All you are doing is 
finding ways to exacerbate your continuing problem. 
There needs to be an understanding that there is going 
to be a lot of fear, pain, and confusion when one tries 
to walk away from these situations. We have learned in 
our mission to assist that when people are trying to exit 
a relationship,  giving everything up that I have worked 
for is so difficult. Putting the years into a relationship 
that has caused physical, mental, and emotional harm 
makes it even harder to leave. If you become a crutch 
for someone, you always have that hanging over your 
head . You are in danger of having someone manipu-
late you, simply because they know how to do it. Call it 
a weakness,  call it naivety, but do not call it stupidity. 
There is a reason it has happened. Fear is the biggest 
reason. And it is not always a fear of the one you are 
leaving; it is fear of the person they have burned to the 
ground trying to make it on their own. You started a rela-
tionship as a different person. There is no question 
about that. You cannot cohabitate with someone and 
not change. I would never touch a chicken that was not 
prepared by Popeye or the Colonel if it were not for mar-
riage. There is always going to be a little bit of test and 
counter when this step is taken. You will see things that 
you dislike and know will go away after you have been 
together for a while. Getting older will without a doubt 
make it fade away. When you notice it is still a problem, you are not happy with it, but you are living with it. 
Until  14 



finally, it has become a problem that you cannot bear anymore. And you are so invested in the relationship that 

you do not know how to begin again. This is horrifying. You do not like your situation, you don’t like what it is 

doing to you, but it is now a part of you, 

part of who you have become. Who will I 

be without them? What will they do without 

me? And the scariest part of it all is oh my 

god, I must start over. Others will under-

stand to a point, but you, and only you will 

know the reasons you have stayed, why 

you have struggled leaving. You know that 

there are places that are out there to help 

with some of the things you need to sur-

vive, but it is still new and scary, and then 

the last thing you need is your circle of 

family, loved ones popping off with “it’s 

about time.” As a matter of a fact, this 

might be the time when you need a little 

time to find you, rediscover your strength. 

Maybe not, maybe you need people 

around. But this is the way you need to 

deal with it. A long time ago, like maybe 

three months ago, I thought that psychia-

trists were unnecessary, even useless. But 

I was wrong. Yes, there are some that are 

unhealthy, dangerous. But anymore, there 

are doctors that will work on you as a 

whole person. Not just shrink your head. 

Once again, this is also a time where peo-

ple have found religion helpful. This is you, 

your call, your choice, just be careful not to 

fall into a trap to release you from the trap 

you are leaving. 
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I have spent a significant amount of time talking to doctors, councilors, lawyers, caregivers and others 

who have the job to try and help others through difficult situations. My first question to them is, what do you do to 

not let yourself fall into a connected depression? I noticed when I started CCEP that I was getting personally at-

tached to the people I was attempting to assist. While I don’t think I will be able to continue knowing everyone’s 

situation, I truly hope we are on a path to help many; I always want to put my heart behind people we help. But 

how do you do this without harming ourselves? The sad thing is, there has yet to be a definitive answer. The 

most common reply was you just need to learn how to leave it at work. So basically, it fits with what we have 

been saying. You are you; you need to discover your path. What works for one will not always work for another.  

Patience with someone can be the most difficult thing in the world for recovery of self. Patience of both 
the recoveree, and the support circle. You fell find this very difficult because it falls against your own beliefs. Do 
the person you are trying to help, and even yourself a favor, separate yourself. This will do one thing for sure; it 
will save you from being drug into the situation. It may also have also have a secondary benefit, it may help 
guide them to a new beginning.  

Purchase your 

book at the cook 

off. If you have 

no one to give it 

to, sign it and we 

will give it  to a 

child in the    

hospital. It will 

help them 

through the 

scary tough time 

they are going 

through. 
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  What is the future for Clayton Consulting & Event Planning llc., Community Pay It Forward Fundraising Program, 

and Community Cares Outreach and Entertainment? In short order, change. Not any overhaul, but improvement in how 

things are done. We are always looking for ways to improve in both functionality and effectiveness. The first, and main, 

focus has to be finding ways for CCEP Fundraising to become able to stand alone. As the president, I have been feeding 

the program through my disability in our now four years of business. While I do understand that financial issues are part 

of the startup, if we do not begin to create a self-sustaining culture, it is unlikely success will ever peak through. It is time 

to build and grow. It is time to offer something different to our merchant partners and provide an easier alternative to the 

Cause Partners for easier use and more direct, positive, results. With this in mind, there are things that we as a company 

must strive towards. This will consist of personal and company changes, additions, and acquisitions. Below is a struc-

tured plan for the remainder of the 2019 calendar year. With a strong, structured, and implemented plan, there is no rea-

son why in the next six months, there should not be market improvement and growth.  

 Scheduling and Planning: This is imperative. There have been to many times where the schedule has 
been overloaded and plans need to be altered due to health issues or because of being double booked. This must stop. 
And this can only be if we take a hard look into ourselves and work from there. There needs to be a steadfast schedule 
put into place. This may also include adding nothing additional until the plan has been implemented and is working. With 
events already scheduled for later on in the 2019 year, and improvement to the services we provide to current partners, 
including but not limited to appearing at the events they are hosting, we have plenty to begin our implementation.  

 2019 4
th
 Annual CCEP llc./ Key Largo Chili Cook-Off & Toy Drive 

  Good day to you. On December 15th, we will once again be raising money for Northern Colorado children. For the 

last four years we have built a program that has dropped off toys in all 6 in 2016, 7 in 17 & 18, and now 8 Northern Colorado hos-

pitals. We hold this event around Christmas time, and deliver the toys on Christmas eve, our intent is to leave the hospitals with 

toys for the entire year. We also leave board games for the family rooms. We are in the very beginning stages of the Community 

Cares Cub Club which will promote safety, teach precaution , and aid when possible.  

 We could really use your help. We need donations for our auction and door prizes, monetary donations for additional 

food, bowls, spoons, tables, advertisements for the event. Any donation will be appreciated, and we will happily show our appre-

ciation as listed below; 

With any donation we will display your cards, coupons and literature of your business for public viewing.  

$5-$24: Printed name on the flyer, verbal mention at the event, a weekly ad on Facebook, Twitter, Google, and our linked in  

$25- $49: Logo on flyer, verbal mention, a weekly ad on Facebook, Twitter, Google, and our linked in, and an additional men-

tion per week on Facebook 

$50 and more: We will hang your banner, Logo on the flier, verbal mentions, a weekly ad on Facebook, Twitter, Google, and 

our linked in, at least two additional mentions per week on Facebook. 

 

With your assistance we can make sure we can maximize our effectiveness and treat our children in Northern Colorado 

during their scary time. We love the Children’s hospital. Thankfully, they get donations from many groups. We want to make sure 

our children, our kids, know that they are being thought of, that they do not have to be in Children’s Hospital for a community to 

love them. With your donation, if required, we will offer you a marketing receipt to use for your taxes. 

Thank you. Your assistance will help us accomplish our mission of at least three boxes of toys to every hospital to use 

throughout the year. 

Warmest Regards, 

Zak Clayton 

Zak Clayton 

President, founder CCEP Fundraising Program 
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In addition, we need to look at planning events with more time, no less than six-month planning periods. There have 

been far too many events shoved into areas that leaves us running around to fill areas of need. A template needs to be 

built and followed for all events and happenings. There has been way too many fly by the seat of our pants events. We 

will continue to make sure every event is built in the spirit we started the company with, but we must build and maintain a 

structure that will show that this is a CCEP Event. It is a goal for people to look to CCEP for fun and exciting new experi-

ences, but this can only be accomplished by further and more thorough scheduling and planning. 

 Consistency: This will be one of the first by-products of better scheduling and planning. For far too long there 

have been lapses in our electronic media due to a time and energy issue. Our pages and sites are what people see first. 

When they look bad and unorganized, we look bad and unorganized. We must tighten this up. It must be one of our first 

goals. When we have a company look at us and see past names, logo’s or out of date items, it is going to lead to con-

cerns. We will not have to worry about questions, we will lose any consideration. There must be more emphasis on quali-

ty of sites. Far too often our mobile site has been out of sequence and hard to navigate. Having websites attached to 

partners that are incorrect is off putting, and it is also disrespectful. Worst of all it makes it difficult for potential customers 

to quickly log on, find a location, find the directions, and go. It has always been intended for our company to be a quick 

and easy alternative to fundraising. This is an issue that needs to be dealt with today and every day. Consistency must 

stay consistent.  

 Employees and Volunteers: There is far too much work to be done by just one person. Quite honestly, there is 

more to handle than even two, but this is a bridge/cross issue. We need to find incentive to bring on a part time employ-

ee or volunteer that will be consistent. Whether it is assistance in sales, networking, social media or other, this is impera-

tive. This will help the two proceeding plans be successful simply by being able to relegate a little of the day to day duties 

that have to be done. One of the plans for bringing in volunteers has already started to be implemented by insisting on 

volunteering time when they become a Cause Partner. The normal, nonnegotiable fee is 10% of every donation. If they 

cannot pay the upfront cost of the onetime $40 registration fee it is 15% or 20 monitored hours of volunteer time. After 

the time has been accomplished in full, they will be reimbursed the 5% additional fee. This will promote a couple actions; 

1.) it will help them become more involved in their own campaign, and 2.) it will help everyone in the program including 

the program itself obtain the ultimate goal in creating a more successful fundraising program. Creation of a job will un-

doubtably lead to more success. Grooming this individual to handle the responsibility with upcoming growth will encour-

age that growth allowing us to create further opportunities for success. I have promoted a longtime volunteer to the title 

of Assistant Director of Community Cares Outreach & Entertainment. She is young but very energetic and excited about 

taking a lead role in the CCEP family. Madisyn Jordan has so many ideas to bring in the young generation that as much 

as we wish we could, we just don’t understand. Success of a company will not happen alone. If it is one man’s dream, 

then it will remain a dream. Looking into turning the Community Cares Program non-profit is a possibility, but will this 

build passion for what we are doing? We aspire to be a company that people want to be at, want to grow with, want to be 

a part of. Presidents note: I do not ever want this to be a cliché theme, I want this to be real. I want 

people to work hard, but I want them to want to work hard for the good of the company. 

 Professional Website and Mobile Ap: Appearance is not everything, but in business, it is a lot. We need to put 

our best face forward. We have been using a WIX system that leaves much to be desired. We will be looking for a setup 

that will turn out more professional, functional, and much more user friendly. This will be necessary due to the addition of 

a mobile ap. Without the ap, we will not see the production we are looking for. We have tried to make things as easy as 

we can, and we are starting to see results, but we are far from where we want to be. It is our goal to have our media out-

lets work as an extension of the Merchant Partners website, or even act as one for those who do not currently have one. 

We also will look for tech support with the combination to maintain functionality and keep the sites updated with all cur-

rent software, and help us offer a top notch, user friendly system. 

 Sponsor for the Donation Dens: A little explanation before we begin. The name Donation Den is due 
to the Polar Bear, Nita, that we have used from the inception of the company. Polar Bear is very important to me be-
cause it was the name given to by a group of war time veterans when I rode with them. It is a name that is very important 
to me and I will continue to use the moniker Polar Bear. We have also created a Kids Safety fun club that we plan on 
rolling out in the very near future. It will be known as the Community Cares Cub Club. We use the Donation Dens for 
all the clothing and other donations that the public has shared with the community. While the Dens are necessary, we 
will look for someone to help us by purchasing the naming rights to one or both units we currently occupy. We have also 
been given the use of a 14’ box truck, (The Mobile Den) and we would like to do one of two things, purchase outright this 

vehicle and rebuild it from the bottom up, or purchase a newer truck, with newer truck problems. Either way, we will sell 
logo sponsorships for the year and place the logo on a wrap for the truck we have. We will charge enough to pay for in-
surance,  
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fuel and repairs. While the truck we have looks daunting when it comes to needed repair, it may be the less expensive 

option. This is one of the situations, due to the importance of this truck, where we will have to weigh our options due to 

age of truck, overall health of the vehicle, I have a retired diesel mechanic that will look at it for me. I have worked with 

him in the past and trust him implicitly. The Mobile Den will be used in the colder weather to pass out blankets, hoodies, 

coats, stocking caps, and possibly coffee and sandwiches with the CSU Club C.H.A.M.P. (Colorado Homeless Assis-

tance with Medicine Program) Colorado State. This can be a life saving mission, reaching people who otherwise may not 

have nothing else.  

 Office w/ Store Front: We will take a book from IMPACT in Denver. They have a store front where the dis-

placed, and those who find themselves in emergency need, can come in and grab what they need at no charge or for 

volunteer time. But, unlike IMPACT, I would like this shop to have a location for bike repair with donated parts, tent and 

air mattress repair and possibly even shower facilities with professional clothing for job hunting. We would also like to 

have a room for groups, and instructional life lessons. We would like to find volunteers to be trained in programs to be 

used in building a future, alcohol and drug counseling, possibly working with local programs who have licensed and doc-

umented councilors.  This will be a safety center for people who find themselves in dire need of assistance. The plan 

would also have this a location to maintain the Mobile Donation Den to be an outreach for those who cannot visit the 

store front. This store will not be a thrift store. Clothing and all other life critical needs will never be sold. There will be a 

program put in place to prevent abuse of donations, but we will be there for a chance at survival while they work with 

other organizations for services we do not provide.  

There has been a growing loss of life in the last few years in the winters, and it is truly unnecessary. When we 

go to our closets, we will all find items that we have not worn in many months or even years. This store front will give the 

community donor a place to drop their donations where it will truly do the most good, in the possession of the community 

in need. Items donated such as wall hangings, sporting equipment, stereos, home computers, will be sold to maintain 

shop costs and a lunch for volunteers every day. 

We at Clayton Consulting & Event Planning llc. love our program and we want to make sure it becomes the easi-

est, most used way to guide people to the way they shop and donate to people in the community. There are a lot of the, 

“money for shopping,” programs that are popping up. The advantage of our program is simple, we are designed for the 

smaller business that gets overlooked by these programs. We are committed to improving our service and increase the 

sales of our partners, the partners that are willing to commit to the community and the overall health of our neighbors. 

We will be rolling out new, enticing partnership plans.  

As a company, we commit to the proceeding plans for success. We invite your opinions and ask for your partner-
ship to help us succeed in building the community we have chosen to call home. Please callus at (970) 714-0490 if you 
would have interest in becoming part of a solution to problems that effect your community, our community, our home. 
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T-Mobile would like to show our appreciation for your 

service to our country. Call today, (970-7140490 for the                              

CommunityPIF Veteran Special 

Has teamed with CommunityPIF 

in support of our heroes and the 

business professionals that keep 

the country going 

T-Mobile would like to help your company with their 

bottom line. One employee, one hundred or more, T-

Mobile has all the services to keep you and your team 

connected. Call today, (970-7140490 for the                              

CommunityPIF Business Special 

T-Mobile is a proud sponsor of the day 

of donation summer drives.                  

June 1st, Greeley 

June 8th, Loveland 

June 29th, Fort Collins  
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501c3/ non-profit  

#CHAMP of Colorado State: The  Colorado Homeless Assistance with Medicine Program  is 

a student organization that provides healthcare education and assistance to the homeless                  

community of the Fort Collins Area.  https://champcsu.wixsite.com/colostate 

#God Hates Abuse Project: We empower men and women who have experienced a toxic/abusive 

relationship to recognize their value and potential, identify their goals, and move toward their 

dreams. Intentionally create a safe and meaningful life and thrive!  

#HFOT: Homes For Our Troops– Building homes for our heroes who have had their lives turned 

around while defending our freedoms. 

#FOH: Folds of Honor– Larger 501c3 but very important. Giving scholarships to the families to our 

heroes who gave their life for our freedoms. 

#tbi/ptsd/suicide: Research and development, and treatment for our heroes of Colorado. 

#freeourgirls: Support for individuals who have been freed from sexual slavery and exploitation.  

#zacslegacy: Support for the families that are standing beside their children warriors fighting             

childhood cancer. 

#cch: Clayton Crawford Home: Full service adult care home for adults with special needs. 

#FoCo Café:  A non-profit restaurant that offers healthy and delicious meals to all people on a              

donation basis.  

#jasonfoundation: Building bigger and better resources for kids and adults to notice the signs of 

possible suicide and ways to become involved in prevention.  26 



Families/ Neighbors: 

#RIP Jason Wheeler: While waiting for a scheduled kidney transplant, Jason passed away. Left to 

honor his memory are his wife Mary and his two sons. They need your help. Please donate by              

turning in your receipts. 

#Annamarie Campoz: Helping AnnMarie get her daughter Ayana back. 

#Kathy Buck: To help her threw major medical issues. She has a right lung collapsed.  And three 

upcoming surgeries, and very little income through disability. She needs assistance to pay for bills 

and medications. 

#simmons: Family father had a massive stroke and passed away. Brittney and Rowen are home 

and could use your donation.  

#Sierra Peppler: Although, thankfully, she is in remission from Leukemia, Sierra suffered severe 

joint and bone degradation. There is a procedure that can stimulate relief, but it is only affordable in 

Panama. 

 

Our Young Warriors/ Youth Activities 

#rilrey4spoonbill: Young champion Riley is fighting to make sure that a cure for PKAN                             

Pantothenate Kinase-Associated Neurodegeneration found and kids will no longer have to deal with 

neurologic disease  

#rikerstrong: Young Riker was forced into the world early due to dangerous digestive and stomach 

issues. 

Community Improvement Projects 

#CCOE501c3: A donation in this direction will be used by ClaytonPIF in  order to obtain our 501c3 

exemption for Colorado Cares Outreach & Entertainment.  

#grocerycard 

#fuelcard 

Would you like help? Please, send us an email giving 

us as much information as you can. We will return 

communication within the next two business days. 

Please leave us your name, situation, phone number, 

and the best time to get a hold of you. It is the policy 

of Clayton Consulting & Event Planning to not          

discriminate for any reason. We are here to help. We 

are not a loan company. 27 




